FAA Tower Closure Facts

173 airports that are scheduled to have their air traffic control towers closed on April 7, 2013, as part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s solution to reduce its budget under the federal sequester, and additional towers are set to be closed by September 30, 2013, representing about 75% of all Contract Towers and effectively eliminating the Contract Tower program.  There are 515 total towers across the U.S., and 250 of those are operated by 3 Contract Tower companies that will likely be forced out of business.
Contract Tower Program vs. FAA-staffed Towers
Cost:  
· The Office of the Inspector General’s 2012 Audit Report revealed that Contract Towers cost an average of $1.5 million less per year.  Based on the audit sample, the OGI found the difference in cost is primarily attributable to Contract Towers operating with about 1/3 the amount of staff of FAA towers, and pay rates ranging from $7,000 - $29,000 less per year. 1
· Contract tower controllers are required to meet the same certification requirements as FAA controllers and be certified by the FAA.  Most contract tower controllers are former FAA or military controllers who must have a Control Tower Operator License and 6 months – 2 years of experience, whereas FAA controllers are generally hired with little or no air traffic experience and require more training to certify at its facilities. 1
	
	Avg. Air Traffic Density
	Avg. FY2010 Cost
	Avg. Number of Air Traffic Personnel
	Avg. Starting Pay for Controllers

	FAA Tower
	15.55
	$2,025,104
	16.23
	$63,000 - $85,000

	Contract Tower
	15.34
	$536,911
	6.03
	$56,000

	Avg. Difference
	0.21
	$1,488,193
	10.20
	$7,000 - $29,000


Source: 1
Safety:  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The OGI Audit Report states that Contract Towers have a significantly lower number and rate of safety incidents than similar FAA-staffed towers. 1
· FAA safety evaluations also found less than half the operational deficiencies with contract towers (156) as they did with FAA towers (338) in areas such as improper radio communications by controllers. 1
	Total Number of Safety Incidents
	Incident Rate Per One-Million Operations

	Towers
	Operational Errors
	Operational Deviations
	Runway Incursions
	Operational Errors
	Operational Deviations
	Runway Incursions

	240 Contract
	18
	12
	167
	1.24
	0.83
	11.55

	92 FAA
	52
	35
	275
	4.54
	3.06
	24.01


Source: 1
User Satisfaction:  
· Pilots, flight instructors, airport officials, fixed-base operators and representatives of airport and general aviation organizations support the Contract Tower Program.  In several instances, pilots were surprised to learn that towers they frequently interacted with were actually contract towers, and described the services provided by similar FAA and contract towers as “seamless.” 1

Wisconsin Airports with FAA and Contract Towers

· The stated FAA rationale for choosing which airport towers to close is based on the degree to which the air traffic control tower affects the “national interest,” defined as those having fewer than 150,000 total operations AND 10,000 commercial operations.2 
· By these definitions, Appleton, Green Bay and Madison should also be on the closure list, but they are not.  
· There are 57 towers nationwide operated by the FAA that have lower activity levels than Waukesha County Airport and have been spared from the closure list.  
· Members of the National Air Traffic Controllers Association (NATCA) staff all FAA towers and 64 of the 250 contract towers.

	Airport
	On April Closure List
	Contract
Staff
	FAA
Staff
	NATCA Union
	Airline 
Service
	2012 Commercial*
	2012 Total Ops
(Tower)

	Appleton (ATW)
	No
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	2,446
	39,443

	Eau Claire (EAU)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	38
	28,057

	Green Bay (GRB)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	3,347
	64,626

	Janesville (JVL)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	84
	57,082

	Kenosha (ENW)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	No
	13
	57,323

	La Crosse (LSE)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	173
	25,057

	Madison (MSN)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	13,248
	85,370

	Milwaukee - Mitchell (MKE)
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	66,694
	135,257

	Milwaukee - Timmerman (MWC)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	11
	33,406

	Mosinee (CWA)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	130
	16,461

	Oshkosh (OSH)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	2
	70,368

	Waukesha (UES)
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	16
	57,377


Sources: 3, 4
* Reflects airlines only.  Does not include business aviation and air taxi service (charters), many of which use aircraft similar to the airlines.  

Sources:
1 Office of the Inspector General Audit Report, November 5, 2012
2 FAA letter to Waukesha County Airport, March 5, 2012
3 FAA Air Traffic Activity System on www.FAA.gov 
4 NATCA website, www.NATCA.org

