
FOCUS ON COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Dear Friends,

At the end of April, I traveled to Chicago alongside Director of 
Administration Norm Cummings, County Board Chairman Paul Decker and 
other members of the Waukesha County team, to meet with Moody’s 
Investors Service and Fitch Ratings for our Bond Rating Presentation.  At 
that meeting, I was so proud to tell the representative’s from Moody’s and 
Fitch about Waukesha County. 
 
We truly have a great story to tell about our outstanding County.  In 
evaluating the County to determine our bond rating, analysts looked at the 
Waukesha County Budget, our financial forecast, our budgeting practices and 
County demographics.  Waukesha has a strong, diversified workforce, a 
stable tax base and low tax rate.  We are one of only 10 counties in the state 
without a county implemented sales tax. 
 
According to an independent study, Waukesha County is the lowest per 
capita spending County in the State of Wisconsin.  According to the 2010 
Census, we are the  3rd largest county in the State for population and one of 
the top 5 fastest growing counties in the state.  In fact, alongside Kenosha 
County, Waukesha County is the fastest growing county in Southeastern 
Wisconsin.  With 3.6 employees per 1,000 residents, we have one one of the 
lowest employees per capita ratio in the state. 
 
We have so much to be proud of in Waukesha County, and our outstanding 
bond rating is a representation of our great success. 
 
Sincerely, 

MONTHLY UPDATE FROM THE DESK OF WAUKESHA COUNTY EXECUTIVE  
DANIEL P. VRAKAS 
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“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
 

WAUKESHA COUNTY 
RECEIVES Aaa/AAA 

Last month, Moody’s Investors Service and Fitch 
Ratings awarded Waukesha County triple A bond 
ratings, the highest rating possible.  Maintaining a 
triple A bond rating helps lower borrowing costs 
and the tax rate in Waukesha County.   
 
In their bond rating report, Fitch Ratings 
highlighted Waukesha County’s policy of putting 
down 20% on all capital plans and paying off the 
projects within 10 years as a sign of strong fiscal 
management. 
 
“The county benefits from a strong, proactive 
financial management team,” Fitch Ratings 
highlighted in their report, adding that Waukesha 
County, “budgets conservatively.” 
 
Moody’s Investors Service said in their report 
that Waukesha County is in a strong financial 
position due to fiscally prudent budgeting 
practices.  The report said, “we expect the 
County’s financial position to remain strong due 
to a history of conservative budgeting.”   
 
This year marks the 24th consecutive year that 
Moody’s has awarded, and the 15th consecutive 
year that Fitch has awarded Waukesha County 
this rating.  Waukesha County is in the top 4% of 
counties nationwide to achieve the coveted triple 
A status.  In 1998, Waukesha County became the 
first government in Wisconsin to be awarded a 
AAA bond rating by Fitch Ratings. 
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Waukesha County Drug Free Communities (DFC) announced the 
launch of their Waukesha Community Alcohol Resources for 
Establishments and Servers (C.A.R.E.S.) Program in cooperation 
with the City of Waukesha Business Improvement District (BID) 
and the City of Waukesha Police Department. 
 

The program is free to participants and designed to recognize and 
support local establishments who are actively working to prevent 
underage drinking and encourage healthy drinking habits among 
adults.  Alcohol licensed establishments in the City of Waukesha 
can join the program by filling out an application form agreeing to 
check identification when selling alcohol, refusing to sell alcohol to 
anyone under 21 or to an intoxicated customer, and participate in 
Responsible Alcohol Server Training.  Businesses joining the 
C.A.R.E.S. program will receive educational material to promote 
serving and selling policies and practices, free Responsible Alcohol 
Server Training and community-wide promotion by Waukesha 
County DFC. 
 

For more information on the program, please visit 
www.waukeshacounty.gov/dfc.  Businesses interested in joining the 
Waukesha C.A.R.E.S. program should contact Waukesha County 
DFC by emailing DrugFreeCommunities@waukeshacounty.gov. 

WAUKESHA C.A.R.E.S. PROGRAM

The Waukesha C.A.R.E.S. logo is pictured above. 



WAUKESHA COUNTY BEACHES  
NOW OPEN  

BUDGET TOWN HALL 
MEETINGS DATES 

ANNOUNCED 

As part of the budget creation process, 
Waukesha County holds a series of 
Budget Town Hall meetings to 
communicate with residents on our 
budget activities.  These meetings are 
essential in the budget process as they 
provide an opportunity for 
stakeholders – taxpayers – to provide 
input and feedback on how the county 
is doing. 
 
This year, Waukesha County will be 
holding three Budget Town Hall 
presentations.  The dates and locations 
are outlined below: 
 
Tuesday, July 17, 2012 - 6:00 p.m. 
YMCA Pabst Farms 
1750 Valley Road 
Oconomowoc 
 
Tuesday, July 24, 2012 - 9:00 a.m. 
Kolb+Co. 
13400 Bishop’s Lane, #300 
Brookfield                                     
 
Monday, July 30, 2012 - 6:00 p.m. 
Waukesha County Courthouse 
515 W. Moreland Blvd., Room 350, 
Waukesha 
 

“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
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Waukesha County Park System’s six beaches opened on Saturday, June 2 
for the summer.  Come play Frisbee, grill out, get a tan, or just relax and go 
swimming.  
 
Enjoy the beach, along the 25-acre lake, at Fox Brook Park in Brookfield.  It 
offers a diving dock, beach house, pedal boat rentals and concession stand.  
Menomonee Park has a 16-acre lake with a diving dock, beach house and 
concession stand.  Minooka Park, in Waukesha, offers a four-acre pond with 
a beach house. Enjoy the view of the 16-acre spring fed pond at 
Mukwonago Park from the beach and beach house.  Muskego Park offers a 
two-acre swimming pond, beach house and concession stand.  Naga-
Waukee Park offers many possibilities for summer fun with its boat launch, 
picnic areas, concession stand and beach along Nagawicka Lake.  
 
Waukesha County beach hours are from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekends, with lifeguards on duty daily.  County Park 
entrance fees are $3.00 on weekdays and $5.00 on weekends/holidays.  
Beach use is included in the park entrance fee.  Annual park entrance 
stickers are available for $27.00 for County residents, $38.00 for non-
County residents and $14.00 for senior citizens.  
 
The following are the Waukesha County beach locations: 
 

 Fox Brook Park, 2925 North Barker Road, Brookfield                   
 Menomonee Park, W220 N7884 Townline Road, Menomonee Falls    
 Minooka Park, 1927 E. Sunset Drive, Waukesha                 
 Muskego Park, S83W20370 Janesville Road, Muskego                        
 Mukwonago Park, C.T.H. LO, Mukwonago                  
 Naga-Waukee Park, 651 S.T.H. 83, Hartland 

 
The Waukesha County Park System is a natural resource based park system 
that demonstrates stewardship while providing recreational and educational 
opportunities. For more information, visit our Web site at 
www.waukeshacountyparks.com. 
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“Waukesha County: Leading the Way ...” 
 

Nominations are being sought for the seventeenth annual Waukesha County 
Executive Awards program.  This award program recognizes organizations in the 
private, public and non-profit sectors that are contributing to the continued 
success of the county and its citizens.  On October 16, the winners will be 
honored at a luncheon at the County Springs Hotel in Waukesha.  The Waukesha 
County Business of the Year and Government of the Year will receive a unique 
award.  The Large Non-profit of the Year and the Small Non-profit of the Year, 
in addition to the award, will receive a grant. 
 
A panel of judges will assess how each nominee meets the needs of four 
stakeholders: customers, investors, employees and the community at large. 
 
You are encouraged to submit a nomination.  The deadline for nominations is 
Monday, July 23.  For further information and a nomination form, contact Shawn 
Lundie at 548-7902.  The nomination form is also available at Waukesha 
County’s Website www.waukeshacounty.gov.   

 
 

Follow County 
Executive Dan 

Vrakas on Twitter! 
 

Username: 
CoExecDanVrakas 

 
 

With the warm weather approaching, it is important to take important steps to protect yourself from the risks caused by 
extreme heat.  Extreme heat is the number one weather-related killer in the United States. Information on the most 
common heat related illnesses is below: 
 

Heat Cramps: This is when an individual experience cramps or muscle spasms in the abdomen, arms or legs.  
 Solution: Stop activity. Cool down, drink clear juice or sports drink.  
 

Heat Exhaustion:  Symptoms  include heavy sweating, paleness, muscle cramps, weakness, dizziness, headache, 
nausea, fainting.  
 Solution: Cool down, seek medical attention.  
 

Heat Stroke: This is identified by extremely high body temperature, red, hot, dry skin, rapid pulse, throbbing headache, 
dizziness, nausea, confusion, unconsciousness.  
 Solution: Call 911 and cool the victim with shower or hose until help arrives. 

COUNTY EXECUTIVE AWARDS NOMINATIONS SOUGHT

HEAT-RELATED ILLNESS


